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COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE - CRITICISM OF APPOINTMENT 

623. Mrs D.J. GUISE to the Premier:   
Can the Premier please respond to criticism by opposition children’s spokeswoman, Hon Barbara Scott, of the 
appointment of Michelle Scott as the state’s first Commissioner for Children and Young People?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for Wanneroo for the question.  Before I respond, I welcome the students of Takari Primary 
School, Balcatta, to the chamber.   

I was disappointed to hear Hon Barbara Scott criticise the appointment of Michelle Scott as this state’s first 
children’s commissioner.  I must admit that I was surprised and I will get to that in a moment.  We now seem to 
have a pattern from the opposition; that is, it criticises every appointment as being a political appointment.   

Mr T.R. Sprigg:  They are and for no other reason.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  That interjection speaks for itself - from the profoundest depths of ignorance comes 
that stupid comment.   

Yesterday we had the assertion that the appointment of Mr John Lightowlers as Acting Information 
Commissioner was a parachuted political appointment.  Mr Lightowlers is a longstanding senior public servant 
who is eminently qualified for the position and has served governments of both political persuasions very well 
and loyally.  Nobody who had any desire to speak anything but the truth would assert that Mr Lightowler’s 
appointment was political.  Let us remember that the appointment of the person he replaced, Darryl Wookey, to 
the position of acting commissioner four years ago was also said to have been a political appointment.  When she 
was not reappointed to the position, that was also said to be a political action.  Therefore, her appointment was 
asserted as being a political appointment, and when she was not reappointed four years later when her contract 
expired, that was also seen to be political.  Yesterday it was Mr Lightowlers.   

This is how dysfunctional and limited in capacity the opposition is.  We had the expression of a view that 
Michelle Scott’s appointment was political.  I said earlier that I was surprised by that.  I thought Hon Barbara 
Scott was a little bit above that sort of assertion.  I will refer to a letter received from the Liberal Party about this 
very appointment.  This letter about the appointment of Michelle Scott, written on 16 October and addressed 
“Dear Premier”, thanks me for my letter regarding the appointment of Ms Michelle Scott as the Commissioner 
for Children and Young People and says that the writer has no objections to the appointment of Ms Scott to this 
position, and ends with “Yours sincerely, Paul Omodei”. 

The Leader of the Opposition and Leader of the Liberal Party in the Western Australian Parliament was therefore 
given an opportunity to be consulted and to express his view of the appointment, and he said he had absolutely 
no objection whatsoever.  Subsequent to that, a member of the upper house, Hon Barbara Scott, has asserted that 
it was a political appointment.  That group of members is a dysfunctional rabble.  They do not know what they 
are doing from one day to the next.  Their positions are completely inconsistent.  However, at the same time they 
are offending - 

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Thus spake the self-confessed failed minister! 

That group is offending good people in the public service of Western Australia who are putting themselves 
forward to take on important roles, and it reflects very poorly on a very poor group of people - themselves. 
 


